Small mucosal carcinoma of the stomach with para-aortic lymph node metastasis: a case report and review of the literature.
A 38-year-old woman presented with a mucosal gastric carcinoma measuring 0.7 x 0.5 cm and para-aortic lymph node metastasis. Radiographic and endoscopic studies showed a small depressed lesion on the anterior border of the gastric angle, which was classified as a type II c + III lesion. Histological examination of the biopsy specimen revealed a signet-ring cell carcinoma. Distal gastrectomy with wide lymph node excision was performed. Detailed study of the resected specimen revealed that the tumour was limited to the mucosa, but metastasized to both the perigastric and para-aortic lymph nodes. The patient received adjuvant immunochemotherapy postoperatively. However, multiple bone metastases developed at 3 years and she died 4 years after the operation.